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possibility of an active and energetic revolution in India.
Gandhiji did not quarrel with facts. He sought to use
them for his own purposes. He accepted the fatalism and
passivity of the Indian people but found for them a new
political function. Instead of an aggressive and militant
struggle, he built up a movement of non-co-operation in
which passivity and endurance were turned into sources of
strength and energy.
The attempts to re-integrate the social and political out-
look of India was only one phase of the Gandhian experi-
ment with truth. His more fundamental urge was to evolve
a new conception of Society and the State. He sought to
reconcile the traditions of the Indian people with the re-
quirements of the modern age, and find in this reconcilia-
tion a solution of the ills of the modern world. His claim to
leadership in thought is based on this outline of a new philo-
sophy of life and action. Traditional modes of Western
thought had led to a dead end, but his experiments seemed
to suggest a way out of the prevailing political and social
impasse.
The cause of Europe's malaise was her inability to profit
by her own experience. The eighteenth and the nineteenth
centuries taught men that political freedom often conceals
economic slavery of the worst type. Political democracy
permitted the employment of children under twelve in hard
labour for sixteen continuous hours. Not only permitted,
but defended such exploitation on the plea of freedom of
contract and the right of the individual to sell his labour
as he liked. Lawyers, politicians, doctors and even bishops
came forward to justify it on legal, political, medical and
religious grounds. Such iniquity could not continue in-
definitely, and early in the nineteenth century the demand
arose for a limitation on the freedom of contract. That the
state must assure the individual not only the forms of poli-
tical liberty but the content of economic freedom became
the new battle-cry.
The contention that only a state and a society which
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